We have been occupied in communicating to our 
Dun's hospital into four orders ; lstf, As they originated in debility; 2d, As they depended on impeded circulation; 3d, As they were the result of disease of the kidneys; and 4th, As they were the direct consequence of inflammatory action in the serous or cellular textures.
I. With regard to the cases referable to the head of debility, after alluding to the usual one of pulmonary consumption, the occasional occurrence of the disease in those enfeebled from an attack of fever, and its presence in the aged generally, he admits that it is rare, and the cases which occurred in the hospital as purely symptomatic, he refers to their just heads.
The great objection, indeed, which in our estimation may be urged against this as a properly admitted cause of dropsical effusion is the fact, that it must always be doubtful whether any given dropsical infiltration (p. 140) of this Journal, he will find conclusive evidence to show, that the urine may be coagulable after scarlet fever, and that the structure of the kidney may be exquisitely changed. Mr Hamilton showed us, at the period referred to, the kidney of a child cut off after scarlet fever, in which the buff-coloured granular deposit had taken place to a great extent, and in a very distinct form.
These several facts would tend to abolish entirely the head of inflammation, as an exclusive and separate cause of dropsical effusion, since it would naturally arrange itself under the head of disease of the kidney. The propriety of this innovation may nevertheless be questioned; and though we feel it requisite to point out the objections to which it is liable, and to notice the fallacies on which its admission depends, we perceive no great harm in allowing it to hold its place, in so far as it is the immediate circumstance on which the dropsical effusion depends.
The distinction involves almost no practical difference, since the treatment is nearly the same.
